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Mission Statement:

MCC seeks to
demonstrate God’s
love by working
among people
suffering from
poverty, conflict,
oppression and
natural disaster.

MCC serves as a
channel of
interchange by
building relationships
that are mutually
transformative.

MCC strives for
peace, justice and
dignity of all
people by sharing
our experiences,
resources, and faith
in Jesus Christ.
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SWAP UPDATE

A Program of Mennonite Central Committee Great Lakes

FALL
2007

mcc.org/swap or email: swap@mcc.org

Will You Come?

Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP) is a home
repair ministry that serves low-income families in
several counties of southeastern Kentucky and West
Virginia. SWAP provides week-long serve and learn
opportunities for youth, college, families and church
groups. SWAP gives volunteers and staff an
opportunity to understand who their neighbor really is.
SWAP means spending a week in the mountains of
Appalachia, working and relating to local people, and
reflecting upon the week’s experiences as you serve “In
the name of Christ.”

We are accepting applications for volunteer groups for
the 2008 SWAP season. Call MCC Appalachia
Administrative Assistant Colettia Estep at (606)633-

5065 or apply online at mcc.org/swap.

SWAP Stats for 2007

o 868 Volunteers, 20 summer staff and over 35 local volunteers served with SWAP.

o 50 different groups from different churches were represented.

o Over 80 home owners in Appalachia
received help this season to make their
home safe, warm and dry.

What these ‘stats’ don't tell us is how many
lives were touched through the SWAP ministry!
Success cannot be measured solely on
numbers but also by the way God touched the
homeowners, the staff that come for the
summer, the volunteers that come for a week,
and the long-term MCC staff that live in
Appalachia year round.

Reflections from the summer...

» Volunteers learning the importance of accepting hospitality from a homeowner.

> A volunteer learning to do dishes for the first time.

» Workers coming as small groups of strangers and leaving as one large, collective group

» Volunteers realizing that “service” can be a year-round thing.

» Homeowners and volunteers finding mutual pleasure in being together and finding out
that they weren’t so different after all.

» The message of Jesus brought home and understood as never before.

» Watching someone learn how to hammer a nail for the first time and their joy at being
declared an expert at the end of the week. (Submitted by Jaime Zazvorka-Trapnell)
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SWAP STAFF
2007

MCC Appalachia
Program

Coordinators

Duane and Gloria Beachey

SWAP Administration

Colettia Estep,
Administrative Assistant

Sharman Chapman-Crane,
Bookkeeper

Elkhorn, WV

Keith & Charlene Barr
Katie Aeschliman
Corina Gochenaur
James Painter

Randy Green

Michelle Norman
John Hillegass

Eolia, KY

Pete & Stephanie Broersma
Sheldon & Marie Starr
Mary & Don Lloyd

Harlan, KY

Bud & Shari Yordy
Carrie Billett

Eric Swift

Ivan & Wilma Miller
Alia Reimer
Catherine Scott
Sarah Wilson

Nina North

Hindman, KY
Peter & Kristin Farquharson

Thinking Out of The '‘Box’ in Elkhorn, WV

It was a beautiful, mild autumn morning and I was hanging vinyl siding on the front of the
house of one of our homeowners along Coon Branch Road near Iaeger, WV. The striking
tones of the strings rang out through the hills as the homeowner sat on his front porch
skillfully finger picking his well worn banjo. For a brief second it occurred to me that . . .
“it doesn’t get any better than this”! .

Thinking back, it had been nearly 8 months
since work began on the house. The 1940
homestead had actually been slated for
complete demolition and new construction
back in 2000. Over a year ago, the man of
the house was left paralyzed from the
waist down due to an accident on his job.
Their termite riddled multilevel home was
not suitable for a wheelchair, let alone
even safe or economical to live in with
these new challenges!

Family members planned to raise money to
build a modest one floor home on the 19 acre
property, but the only existing level spot was not
suitable for septic and the county shut down the hopes for such a home. All other
possibilities seemed to fall through, too, that is until MCC/SWAP’s WV local partner
organization, called S.A.F.E. (Stop Abusive Family Environments) and their daughter
agency called S.H.E.D. (SAFE Housing and Economic Development) took on the challenge
of helping this couple.

Second Generation Bluegrass Band

Summer volunteer groups have rebuilt most of the foundation and we are now beginning
to install the vinyl siding for this Bluegrass/Gospel musician and his wife. The latest group
to help out on the project arrived for the first 2 day weekend of this October for work,
fellowship and entertainment. They were fortunately able to attend a local concert by his
Bluegrass band on Sunday afternoon in addition to sharing in the work on their home.

For us, this was the first weekend group that we have hosted here in West Virginia and we
now plan to promote more weekend groups in the future. We know that during the school
year it is increasingly difficult to plan week long trips. This is a great alternative during
those times of the year! We would be glad for you to contact us about the possibilities of
your group participating in, what we believe to be, one of the best “sharing” times of your
life with S.W.A.P., either in Kentucky or West Virginia! (Submitted by Keith Barr)

Meet SWAP’s New Location Coordinators for Eolia, KY

Pete and Stephanie Broersma and their family
moved from Chambersburg, PA in March 2007 where
Pete had a cabinet making business and Stephanie
taught piano lessons. What’s amazing about their story
is that Pete & Stephanie originally met at SWAP in
Harlan, Kentucky! Since they’ve been married they have
returned to serve with SWAP for a week in the spring
every year. Now they are in service fulltime with MCC as
SWAP Location Coordinators in Eolia, KY. Pete is a
carpenter with HOMES during the off-season and they
both help with ECCO (Eolia Christian Community
Outreach). Stephanie teaches piano and home-schools
their kids too! In addition to all of the volunteer service,
they are parents to three young children! They are truly
living out loving your neighbor as yourself!

The Broersma'’s - Eolia’s LC's Thank you to Marie and Sheldon Starr who volunteered

Stephanie, Lydia (3), Pete, as Location Coordinators in Eolia for many years! Their

Caleb (5). & Kenan (1) lives reflect a true heart of service. They will continue to

support the ministries ongoing at ECCO. An amazing addition to ECCO, spear-headed by
Sheldon and Marie is currently being completed.
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Check out
{2!11tQa
video at
mcc.org/swap
Click on NEW
Web Show
Promo

CONTACT US AT:

Mennonite Central
Committee
Great Lakes
SWAP (Sharing with
Appalachian People)

PO Box 460
Whitesburg, KY 41822
(606) 633-5065

mcc.org/swa

Email:

SWAP Office:
swa mcc.or

Elkhorn, WV
swapelkhornlc@mcc.org

Eolia, KY
swapeolialc@mcc.org

Harlan, KY
swapharlanlc@mcc.org

Hindman, KY
swaphindmanlc@mcc.org

The Spirit of Service

The homeowner application requested a new roof for their trailer, and a porch and steps
for the front door. The family of four had water seeping in through the ceiling when it was

raining. Not a good situation! Plus, the trailer was 5|tuated on a hillside, so the back door
did not require many steps, but the front
was much steeper and had no steps leading
to the ground, which posed a safety issue if
family members ever needed to escape their
trailer.

This was a perfect SWAP job for volunteers -
something for everyone - those who like
heights and those who don't. There was
even an exterior painting job to keep an
addition from weathering more.

The first day, Bobby, the adolescent family
member, hung around outside a bit, and by - S PSR & :
the afternoon was even chatting with some of the vqunteers By Tuesday he was braver
and offered to help here and there with the work. Brittany, his teenage sister, merely
peeked from the windows at the strangers who were
working diligently on the porch and roof. On Tuesday she
ventured outside a couple times, but by Wednesday she had
overcome her shyness and was working alongside the SWAP
volunteers, and her brother.

At the end of the week, both of them had become fully
involved in working on their home, and Bobby even offered
to finish up some of the painting after the volunteers left.
On Friday evening the family came to the Harlan SWAP
Camp for the final evening session to see pictures of the
week, share a meal, and say good-bye to their new found
friends. The two children approached the SWAP
coordinators and wanted to know where they could sign up
to be SWAP volunteers. They wanted to help others, just
like the volunteers had helped them.

It is gratifying to see that the spirit of service was so compelling to these young folks. And
at SWAP we are still working on the logistics of incorporating young enthusiastic local

volunteers. (Submitted by Shari Yordi)

Service Opportunities in Appalachia

SWAP needs about 20 summer staff to fill positions in
Eastern Kentucky and Western Virginia. If you have
construction or cooking skills, or want to gain
experience and be part of a team, SWAP needs you.
Come for three weeks or the whole SWAP season! Call
us at 606-633-5065, visit mcc.org/swap or email us at
swap@mcc.org to find out more details.

Isom, KY
swapisomlc@mcc.org

2008 Wish List...

If you wish to respond to any of the items, we would ask that you contact our SWAP Office. For a
more comprehensive list, check out our website mcc.org/swap and watch for our Spring newsletter!

crowbars

framing speed squares
painting supplies

4 ft. levels

unbreakable water glasses
good used furniture for ECCO

used reliable trucks
portable basketball hoop
collapsible saw horses
SawZall & blades
combo Cordless Pack
cordless Drills-18 volt
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